
Living labs are platforms for conducting applied research in real world 
environments and hold significant promise for trailing innovative approaches 
related to the built environment, green infrastructure and low carbon 
technologies. The University of Manchester campus is an ideal venue to 
realise a world leading living lab for the study of energy and environmental 
sustainability. At 800 hectares, the campus is the size of a small town and 
replicates many of the land uses found in typical urban environments. In 
2012, the Estates Department announced a £1b investment programme that 
prioritises energy efficiency and sustainability. Meanwhile, the University 
has world leading concentrations of research expertise in energy, sustainable 
consumption, and urban design and development. The aim of this project is 
to harnessing this academic expertise to assist Estates in realising a world-
class campus environment while contributing to the city-region’s low carbon 
innovation and sustainability activities.

Establishing the campus as a living lab requires new forms of collaboration 
between researchers and Estates to deploy and monitor new technologies 
and services in real world settings. This project will collate existing and 
potential research and teaching activities on the campus, establish a platform 
for constructive collaboration between researchers and Estates, and pursue 
long-term funding sources from the public and private sectors. This work 
resonates with on-going Manchester initiatives such as the City Council’s 
involvement with the European Network of Living Labs, Corridor Manchester’s 
low carbon observatory on the Oxford Road, and the Greater Manchester 
Low Carbon Hub. The campus living lab will raise the international profile of 
research in energy and sustainability by transforming the physical campus 
into a learning landscape. This project is designed to foster informal and 
flexible governance structures that are vital to create new relationships in a 
dynamic institutional setting. 
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