
University Living Lab for Sustainability 

Opportunities for Applied Teaching and Research on Campus – Engagement and Sustainable Behaviour 

The Project 

The University of Manchester Living Lab for Sustainability research project aims to develop the university campus as 

a site for applied teaching and research around sustainability and low carbon. Using the campus in this way requires 

greater collaboration between academics and the Estates department, and greater use of academic expertise in 

helping develop a world-class, sustainable university campus. 

The Living Labs Steering Group has identified behaviour and engagement as key areas for the university to address in 

order to make the campus a more sustainable place. Interviews with academic and PSS contacts have highlighted the 

need to encourage sustainable behaviour at all levels and in all aspects of university life, from teaching and research 

through to the university’s interactions with the wider community. This document outlines the existing academic 

expertise relating to community engagement and behaviour change at Manchester, as well as some of the current 

opportunities to forge closer links in addressing the challenge of sustainability. 

Key Engagement and Sustainable Behaviour contacts identified so far 

   

The Imperatives and the Opportunities 

“We will work towards embedding a culture of environmental sustainability across the University”1 

Featuring some 300 buildings occupied by over 45,000 students and staff, The University of Manchester’s 85 hectare 

campus will inevitably carry a significant environmental impact. Reducing carbon emissions in order to meet the 

university’s carbon reduction target can only happen if structural change is matched by a shift in the everyday 

behaviour of individual staff and students. Attitudinal change can only come when sustainability is embedded in all 

aspects of university life, from curricula to procurement. 

Goal 3 of the University’s Strategic Plan 2020 is to make the university a more socially responsibility institution, and 

environmental sustainability is cited as a key enabling strategy towards this goal. While progress is being made in 
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RoundView 

A great example of a university project 

aimed at changing behaviour through 

community engagement is RoundView. 

Created in 2008 by Dr Joanne Tippett, and 

supported by the Ellen McArthur 

Foundation, UMIP and UMIC, RoundView 

uses innovative design and visualisation 

methods to communicate complex 

environmental ideas in an accessible, 

understandable way. 

Utilising hands-on tools and colourful 

graphics, RoundView has been used during 

social responsibility and sustainability 

training sessions at universities, schools and 

businesses. Having emerged out of research 

at the university, and with its focus on 

community impact and ‘nudge’ principles of 

behaviour change, RoundView embodies 

many Living Lab ideals. 

 

this area, there is much potential yet to be unlocked on campus. We’d argue that addressing Goal 3 requires not only 

a concerted effort towards changing attitudes on campus, but also engagement with the local community and the 

wider public.  

Projects and Opportunities 

Favourable Institutional Setting 

As indicated from the expertise in the table above, the university is well placed to pursue projects that promote 

sustainability through attitude change and wider engagement. The university campus is also home to a number of 

research and cultural institutions already actively encouraging sustainable behaviour and community engagement. 

The Sustainable Consumption Institute (SCI) and Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research lead the university’s 

sustainable research agenda, while local community and wider public engagement is a key objective of the 

university’s cultural and heritage institutions, namely Manchester Museum, Whitworth Art Gallery and Jodrell Bank. 

Embedding a Culture of Sustainability 

 One of the key ways in which universities impact the wider 

community is through embedding a sense of responsibility 

and citizenship in its graduates. Students’ time at university is 

a crucial period in their personal development, during which 

attitudes to sustainability are shaped, sometimes for life.  

 Embedding sustainability throughout the curriculum is a key 

university objective. For the year 2012/13, around 7000 

students participated in 110 sustainability modules, with new 

interdisciplinary University College courses such as ‘Future 

Cities’ (UCOL 21501) and Innovation for a Sustainable Society 

(UCOL 21401) coming in 2013/14. 

 On a day to day basis, academic and PSS staff can also make a 

difference to students’ attitudes through leading by example. 

 The University of Manchester Students’ Union (UMSU) is 

actively involved in engaging students with sustainability 

issues through its ‘Going Green’ environmental policy and 

Student Sustainability Forum (SSF). 

Current Projects and Initiatives 

There are several projects and initiatives already in place at the 

university with the aim of promoting sustainability through 

engagement between staff, students and communities. 

 Think Sustainability: This is a new project aimed at embedding sustainability across the university by making it 

easier for staff and students to understand the link between their day-to-day actions and sustainability 

outcomes. 

 Sustainability Enthusiasts: There are now more than 80 Sustainability Enthusiasts at the University of 

Manchester, boasting members from the across the university’s professional spectrum. 

 Green Impact: The national Green Impact initiative, which rewards efforts to make the campus more 

sustainable, is growing in popularity with each year. During 2012/13, the university had a total of 44 Green 

Impact teams, made up of students and staff from across the campus. 

 University of Manchester Bicycle Users Group (UMBUG): This initiative is a key part of the university’s efforts to 

encourage more staff to cycle to work. A staff travel survey conducted earlier this year found that 13% of staff 

and 8% of students cycle to the university.  
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